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BATH TOWNSHIP’S MISSION STATEMENT
Bath Township is dedicated to excellence in providing prompt, appropriate public services to its citizens by encouraging honest, responsive, sensitive 

and professional services to the community and by recognizing the community’s history of  independence, self  reliance and tradition since 1818.
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Park Director’s Annual Report

2021 started off  with continued uncertainty. Would we be able to participate in activities with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic? Would we be able to see our families, friends, and enjoy the 
many amenities we were accustomed to?  The parks continued to be a place where people were still able to enjoy nature, exercise, and connect in a safe way.  As we moved into spring, we saw 
many sports activities resume, shelters opened for events, and we hosted annual events that were missed last year.  Returning events included the Bath Art Fest, State of  the Parks, and Fall into 
Nature; new events were Spring into Nature, Run to the Sun 5k race, and the North Fork Preserve of  Bath site plan review. Because everyone worked together following health and safety 
protocols, we were able to host 1,452 scheduled events in the parks, a pleasant increase from the 775 scheduled events in 2020.

2021 was highlighted by the 20th anniversary of  the Bath Nature Preserve. The weekend activities began on March 19 with a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Solar System Walk and continued 
on March 20 with the Spring into Nature Discovery Day, featuring the release of  the Bath Bird Blitz Book and the Spring into Nature signs.  I would like to thank Trustee Goodrich, 
Alexander Landis, John Landis, Dr. Lara Roketenetz, and the members of  the Bath Park Board who put the time and effort in making all this possible.  Visitors of  the Bath Nature Preserve 
will be able to enjoy the permanent Solar System Walk and the Bath Bird Blitz Book for years to come.  The continued support of  the parks is very much appreciated.

Just as exciting as the anniversary of  the BNP, is our newest park, the North Fork Preserve of  Bath, located at 4400 Everett Road, which we hope to open to the public in 2022.  Several 
committees have been working very hard on various projects in 2021.  Some of  those projects included a trail assessment study completed by Environmental Design Group and the razing of  
several structures on the property.  Other park projects included the re-coloring of  the tennis and basketball courts at Bath Hill Park, the installation of  new informational signs at the Bath 
Community Park and Bath Nature Preserve, and a new native flower bed at the entrance of  the Bath Nature Preserve, as well as the expansion of  the Community Garden.

As we venture into 2022, residents and visitors can look forward to another wonderful year in the parks.  We plan to continue working with various community groups to improve our parks. 
Some improvements already planned include, rehabbing and painting the concession stand at the Bath Baseball Park, upgrading the football scoreboard at the Bath Community Park, and 
completing phase one of  the trail system and parking lot construction at the North Fork Preserve of  Bath.

I hope to see everyone out enjoying the Parks in 2022.

Sincerely,

Alan Garner
Park Director/Assistant Service Director



Park Division Personnel

 A staff  of  2.5 full-time and several seasonal employees work to provide park 
visitors with an educational, safe, and enjoyable experience within Bath Township 
Parks. Park personnel specialize not just in public service, but customer  service 
to the township’s  residents and all park visitors. Because of  this, Bath Township 
Parks have been recognized both locally and statewide.

 Park personnel continue their annual training to develop their skills. This year’s 
training included: 

 EMA ICS 100 and IS 700 Courses

 EMA Virtual ICS 300 and 400 Courses

 Ohio Safety Congress & Expo

 Summit County Safety Council Virtual Meetings:

 Ladder Safety

 Eye and Face Protection 

 Safety Resources Company of  Ohio:

 Trenching & Excavating Course

 OSHA 10 Hour Construction Course

 OSHA 30 Hour Construction Course

 Chainsaw Safety Course

 Snow & Ice Training

 Commercial Drivers License Training

 Bath Township is very proud of  the dedication and skill this team of  employees 
has brought to Bath Parks.
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Employees

 Park Director/Assistant Service Director
Alan Garner

 Park Laborers
Thomas Hughes
Franklin Garretson
Adam Smith

 Seasonal Park Employees
Jeremy Golub
Robert Harris III
Matthew Parker
Micah Rose
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Returning Events
 Virtual State of  the Parks
 Bath Art Fest
 Fall into Nature
 Regal Beagle Ultra
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New Events
 Spring into Nature and 20th Anniversary of  the BNP
 Run to the Sun 5k
 Site Plan Review of  the North Fork Preserve of  Bath



Baseball: 570

Bath Hill Park: 54

Cross Country: 26Shelter Reservations: 178

Soccer: 333

Football/LAX: 171
Tennis Courts: 120

Scheduled Events
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Park Board Members at Fall into Nature (2019)
Photo credit: Kathy SidawayVolunteer Services

Several volunteer organizations and committees 
throughout the course of  a year assist the township. 
The volunteers play an important role in determining 
the usage of  the parks as well as promoting the five 
parks as a whole.

 Bath Township Community Development 
Corporation Inc. (Park Board): An advisory board 
to the Bath Township Board of  Trustees to plan 
and run the many activities held in Bath Parks. 
Currently consists of  21 members.

 Friends of  the Regal Beagle: A committee 
sanctioned by the Board of  Trustees to ensure the  
preservation of  the Regal Beagle pavilion and the 
wood-fired oven in the Bath Nature Preserve.  
Currently consists of  4 members.

In 2021, several organizations volunteered to improve 
the aesthetics and overall exposure of  the parks. We 
thank them for their continued efforts.

Bath Church Volunteer Youth Group (2021)



Bath Community Park and Bath Nature Preserve
 Installed new informational signs throughout the parks.
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Improvements and Renovations 2021



Bath Hill Park
 Crack sealed and re-colored the tennis and basketball courts.
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Improvements and Renovations 2021



Bath Nature Preserve
 Installed Bath Township Solar System Walk.
 Expanded the Community Garden.
 Installed a new native flower bed at the entrance.

11

Improvements and Renovations 2021



North Fork Preserve of  Bath
 3 Loops Trail Assessment completed by Environmental Design Group.
 Razed the red cabin, pool structure, and barn lean-to.
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Improvements and Renovations 2021



Maintenance and Operations
Maintenance is the most important job performed by park personnel.

The following maintenance procedures are performed throughout the 
year:

 Grounds/field maintenance, which includes mowing, trimming, 
planting, edging, weeding, mulching, tree/brush/leaf  removal, 
remove trash, and maintain all sports related playing areas.

 Trail maintenance, which includes mowing, trimming, 
tree/brush/leaf  removal, sign repair and replacement, drainage 
corrections, maintain trail surface, and monthly inspections.

 Building/structure maintenance, which includes painting, minor 
electrical repair, pressure washing shelter floors and restrooms, 
maintain/repair exterior of  buildings, and set up for shelter 
reservations.

 Playground maintenance, which includes monthly inspections, 
painting, cleaning, minor repairs to play equipment, maintain 
playing surface, and trash removal.

 Vehicle and equipment maintenance.

 Snow and ice control of  walkways, trails, parking lots, and 
driveways.
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Bath Community Park
 Inspected, power washed, sealed and installed engineered 

hardwood fiber for the playgrounds.
 Installed new polycarbonate Lexan in the kiosks.
Repaired and upgraded the lighting at Chief  Logan and the 

maintenance shed.
Painted all the tennis and players benches
Power washed and painted the Grange Shelter deck.
 Installed new roofs and gutters on the football concession 

stand and maintenance shed.

Bath Baseball Park
 Inspected, power washed, and installed engineered hardwood 

fiber for the playground.
 Installed new polycarbonate Lexan in the kiosks.
Painted all the players benches.
Power washed and painted the boardwalk.
Repaired and upgraded the electrical receptacles and lighting.
Park personnel spent an average of  543 hours, preparing the 

fields over a seven month period. The fields were at a 84% 
playability with 73 days of  rain through the baseball season.
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Maintenance and Operations 



Bath Hill Park
 Inspected, power washed, sealed and installed engineered 

hardwood fiber for the playground.
 Installed new polycarbonate Lexan in the kiosks.
Continued improvements to the Revere Woods Trail.

Bath Nature Preserve
Park personnel spent approximately 140 hours mowing the 

trails, open fields, and overflow parking areas and spent 
approximately 290 hours trimming the trails.

 Invasive species control of  Garden Bowl, Moore’s Chapel, and 
Bath Creek wetlands.

Erosion control for the Tamarack Bog agri-drain outlet.
 Installed new polycarbonate Lexan in the kiosks.
Repaired several windows at the Regal Beagle shelter.
Repaired several sections of  the Tamarack Bog Trail board walk 

and continued maintenance of  all trails.
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Maintenance and Operations 



North Fork Preserve of  Bath
Mowed the open fields around the barn.
Re-graded and made improvements to the driveway.
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Maintenance and Operations 



Bath Park System
Continue the landscape installation 

throughout all the parks. This plan 
was approved and started in 2001.

Continue to make improvements to 
the trail system.

Use GPS unit and other software to 
update the Park’s trail maps.

Work with community groups on park 
improvements.

Bath Baseball Park
 Install foul poles on field 8.
 Rehab and paint the concession 

stand.

Bath Community Park
 Upgrade the football score board.
 Upgrade the pickle ball court nets.
 Resurface the parking lot.

Bath Pond
Photo Credit: John Landis
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Bath Hill Park
 Resurface the parking lot.

Bath Nature Preserve
Crack seal the North Fork Trail.
Rehab and paint the Regal Beagle.
Work with the University of  Akron on 

future restoration projects.
Follow the Preservation and Use Plan.

North Fork Preserve of  Bath
Restore/renovate the main house and 

barn.
Grand opening for public use.
 Install new cedar and barn stone entry 

sign.
Start phase one of  the trail system and 

parking lot construction.
Work with all the committees on 

future projects.
Follow the Preservation and Use Plan.

Goals and Objectives 2022
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 All of  Bath Township Parks are denoted by 
color.

 Bath Baseball Park located at 4600  Everett Rd.

 Bath Community Park located at 1615 N. Cleve./Mass. Rd.

 Bath Hill Park located  at 763 N. Revere Rd.

 Bath Nature Preserve located at 4160 Ira Rd.

 North Fork Preserve of Bath located at 4400 Everett Rd.
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